
November 1, 2017 

MDOT Meeting, Roadway & Design Conference room, Jackson, MS 

9:00 am – 12:00 Noon 

 

Dan welcomed everyone to the meeting; introductions were made.  

Dave welcomed attendees and stated the mission/purpose of the Transportation Committee. 

It was mentioned that the association should reach out to the Office of State Aid and Road Construction 

(local municipalities) and invite them to our meetings. Much of the newer technologies would benefit 

them and their input would be valuable. ACTION ITEM: Dan will contact the necessary people to invite 

future participation. 

Dave reviewed ALDOT slab replacement project TIDP-IM-I165(302) Installation of precast pavement 

system on I 165 SB service road left turn lanes just west of Bay Bridge road on SR 16 (US 90). 

 Dan mentioned the Auburn Transportation Conference in Montgomery in February 2018 will 

feature this project. 

A lengthy conversation ensued about salting and deck spauling in the northern counties. It was 

mentioned that MDOT is considering using Precast deck elements because of tighter quality control and 

ease of use. 

Dave mentioned the project profiles we currently have on the website and the need for more. Justin 

mentioned that MDOT will be in an upcoming issue of Aspire Magazine.  

The topic of skewed beam ends was discussed. MDOT is investigating design details and avenues for 

ways to reduce the amount of skewed beam ends. Justin mentioned the lack of design labor is hindering 

his progress in creating design standards but that they are slowly moving forward.  

Wire mesh reinforcement is currently being allowed as an alternative replacement for some heavier 

rebar reinforcement. It was noted that higher strength wire material could be looked into to get away 

from the one to one replacement requirement being used.  

**Break** 

Transportation logistics and permitting requirements were discussed. The question was asked why 

MDOT charges permit fees for moving their own product thru the state (bridge beams, piles etc.). A 

similar question was asked about taxes on products of the state. The idea is that if the state doesn’t 

charge itself taxes and permit fees (which are in cost estimates from bridge producers) the savings could 

be used to fund more DOT projects. 

ACTION ITEM:   Dan will create a letter outlining the above issues and send to Justin.  Dan will also reach 

out to Joel Waters of the MS Cement Association to see what can be done about lobbying for this 

initiative. 

An overview of UHPC was presented and issues with the use of this material were discussed. MDOT is 

looking at this material for small applications, basically joints and connections, due to the higher cost of 

the material and transportation issues with the material. Dave tied the FHWA EDC initiative and ABC 



that the FHWA is pushing as a reason for the use of UHPC in joints and connections. Dave reviewed a 

project programmed in Baldwin County, AL that will utilize the NEXT beam and UHPC connections. 

Thompson Engineering is going to conduct data research on various girder beams to get a better handle 

on actual cambers. It appears construction is having issues with lower than anticipated cambers using 

more deck concrete and costing more money. 

Dave made mention that the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway Bridge information was provided by Chris 

Guidry of LADOD and is on our Facebook page.  

DOT NEEDS 

MDOT is using big block retaining wall systems, as well as panelized precast walls systems. There is a 

large need for retaining wall systems.  MDOT is also investigating ABC construction methods, as well as 

precast pile caps. To address maintenance issues, the sloped paved areas adjacent to bridge abutments 

are being eliminated. Better drainage under approach ways and vertical systems are being utilized.  

**Meeting adjourned at 12:05 pm 
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