
April 4, 2019 

LADOTD Meeting, Road Design Conference Room no. S600-A, Baton Rouge, LA 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Dan Eckenrode (PCI Gulf South) welcomed everyone to the meeting; gave a brief overview of the 

purpose of the Transportation Committee meeting,  

The Anti-Trust Policy was discussed and posted on the agenda 

Introductions were made and a sign in sheet was passed around 

Dave Tomley (Thompson Engineering) welcomed attendees and started the discussion on 

Precast/Prestressed Concrete Products.  

a. LG Girders-std drawings: 
Jenny asked the producers if the new cambers specifications are working and 
how they are going. Gulf Coast stated that contractors have been to their plant 
and have measured the camber. New spec’s dictate that camber is to be 
measured 18 hours after release, at 28 days and 21 days before riser pour.  It 
was determined that producers prefer to take measurements right after 
detensioning, then 28 days; then 21 days before riser pour. DOTD will consider 
changing 18 hours after release to right after detensioning.  
No longer a requirement to produce 30 days before delivery.  
It was mentioned by Gulf Coast that the 6,500-psi release strength is a challenge 
to get to in a 12-14 hr. time period. The question was asked if the DOTD would 
consider reducing the psi to 6,000. The extra 500 psi means the product stays on 
the bed for an extra 4-5 hrs. Gulf Coast indicated that by reducing the release 
strength from 6,500 to 6,000 the mix cost would be reduced by $10-15/cubic 
yard. This was discussed and will be considered. 
 
Any new bridge designs will be using the new LG girders. 
Old designs that are currently going through the process using old 
requirements: producers will need to contact the DOT per project for any spec 
waivers. 

 

b. Double-Tee/NEXT beams: 
i. Tuscaloosa project: Dave Tomley went over a project in 

Alabama that used the NEXT beam technology. Action Item: 
Dave will follow up with Forterra to find out what the 
release strength was for that project. 

c. U-beams, curved U-beams and LU Girders: 
 Jenny Fu updated the group regarding the design and specifications of the 

new LU girders. Implementation of the specifications are scheduled about a 

year from now (estimated). Jenny will distribute a preliminary specification, 

for review by the producers, to PCI Gulf South. 



d. Precast Paving Slabs 
It was mentioned that a project outside of Shreveport was recently 

completed and a success. The district was very pleased with the results. 

Another project is currently being considered within the same area which 

may have a rural component to it. Action Item: Dan will follow up with 

Brian May of DOTD Roadway Design. 

e. Bridge approach slabs were discussed.  
f. Cylinder Piles: (we are adding this item to the list per request from the DOT) 

Gulf Coast Prestress is compiling a list with all the issues and concerns with 
cylinder pile and would like to submit this to the DOTD.  Gulf Coast would 
also like to have this as a specification just for the spun cylinder piles. Gulf 
Coast will also compie a best practice document.  
Time frame to submit-a couple of months. 
 
 

Dan gave an overview of PCI Gulf South’s Feature Friday which features a project of interest every other 

Friday and welcomed the DOTD to submit a project of interest to be posted on PCI Gulf South website as 

well as being distributed throughout social media. An example of a MDOT project was given.  

AJ Atsuhiro Ishikawa gave an overview and presented a video of a project in Alabama that had precast 

columns using a splice sleeve technology that both accelerated the schedule and provided cost savings 

to the project. Action Item: Dan to distribute the video shown.  

It was mentioned that the Louisiana Transportation Conference will be held March 1-4, 2020 in Baton 

Rouge and that topics are still being developed and accepted. It was also mentioned that the PCI 

Convention in 2021 will be held in New Orleans, LA.  

Cosmetic requirements, in particular “bug holes” were discussed. It was agreed that the current 

specifications should be looked at and “tightened” up to eliminate confusion. 

a. Self-consolidating concrete (SCC)-Tyson Rupnow is working on a specification for SCC. 
It’s in the beginning stages. Ben Spruill mentioned they are currently testing with SCC 
and would be more than willing to help the DOT with any questions or information. 
  

                             The issue of Fly ash shortages was discussed with Tyson stated it was a cost function not 
a supply issue. Also Fly ash reduction and substitution within a mix design was briefly 
discussed.  

                              

 

 

 
a. Coordination items between producer members and contractors 



i. Camber- Dave went over the best practices that he will submit to MDOT as a 
camber best practice guideline. Asked if DOTD wants a copy of this Tech Brief, 
they stated yes. 

ii. Dan asked if there is a Bridge Contractor’s organization in Louisiana similar to 
Alabama’s Bridge Contractors Association and if it would be beneficial to the 
producers and DOTD to engage with this group. Justin Yard stated he could 
provide a contact and Dan will follow up.   

 

 
 
 

Research projects from Louisiana Transportation Research Center was briefly discussed. Corrosion 

protection and live load distribution for box culverts were mentioned as topics currently being studied. 

               

i. PCI Training Level II/III for inspection personnel: DOTD requires this of 
third-party inspection personnel through their consultant contracts. DOTD 
provides in-house training of their inspection personnel. 

ii. Classes/Training/Information Dan offered help with training and testing 
if the DOTD needs it. 

 

The DOTD was asked what form of Girder protection they use for Strike Protection. DOTD requires 

stirrup spacing at maximum 12-inches. The DOTD does not increase the minimum vertical clearance and 

is familiar with Texas DOT standard armor detail and was currently being used.   

 

**Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm  

Attendees: 

Dan Eckenrode, Executive Director PCI Gulf South 

Dave Tomley, Thompson Engineering (Chair) 

Zheng Zheng (Jenny) Fu, LADOTD Bridge Design 

Kris Wascom, LADOTD Fabrication 

Kelly Kemp, LADOTD Bridge Design 

Adam Lancaster, LADOTD Bridge Design 

Mohsen Shahawy, SDR Engineering 

Dustin Gasparel, Boykin Brothers 

Tyson Rupnow, LADOTD Materials 

Michael Vosburg, LADOTD Construction  

Ben Spruill, Gulf Coast Prestress 

Justin Yard, Gulf Coast Prestress  

Koby Coulon, Gulf Coast Prestress 



Brandon Hays, SIKA 

Michael Paul, TRC Engineers, Inc. 

Brant Richard, Thompson Engineering 

AJ Atsuhiro Ishikawa, Splice Sleeve 

Bill Temple, CAAL 

Zhen Liu, Thompson Engineering 

 

 

 


